[image: image1.png]









January 28, 2005

February 17, 2005

Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg

City of New York

City Hall

New York, NY 10007

Dear Mayor Bloomberg,

We are writing regarding the Metropolitan Transit Authority's (MTA) recent decision to open the bidding process for the Hudson Rail Yards on Manhattan's Westside.  We are concerned the current zoning of the area will not allow the City, State and MTA to take full advantage of this potentially lucrative property.  We urge you to work with the State and the Empire State Development Corporation (ESDC) to provide the same development framework that the Jets have received, in order to ensure an open and fair bidding process.   

In recent media reports, your spokespersons have stated that it is “unlikely … the land would be rezoned for anyone but the Jets.” You have also stated that given the current zoning, the only likely successful bidder will be the NY Jets.  As a successful businessman, you must know that this posture actively discourages a fair and open process.  Not all bidders have been provided with the same framework as the Jets and not all bidders will have the same access to fulfilling the bidding rules as they currently are written.  

If you won’t commit to a truly open and fair bidding process, it is New Yorkers who will suffer while critical priorities like education and housing continue to take a backseat to a stadium funded on the backs of taxpayers. 

The ESDC has already agreed to use its authority to override local zoning to accommodate the Jets' proposal, the same agreement for all other potential bidders is necessary in order to ensure a bidding process that allows all bidders a level playing field.  If a fair process does not occur and the same agreement is not extended to all, the NYC Council is prepared to take steps to rezone this land. 

Given the current financial state of the MTA and the looming fare increases and service cuts, the MTA and the millions of New Yorkers who depend on its services deserve a fair and equal process.  

The MTA has taken a critical first step by opening the bidding process; we now urge you to help assure this process is as fair and equal as possible.

Sincerely,

Gifford Miller



Christine C. Quinn

Council Speaker


Council Member

       The Council
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