
 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

TOWN HALL MEETING 

JANUARY 15, 2014 

 

Introduction 

 The BID sponsored a Town Hall Meeting hosted by MidBronx Senior Citizens Council 
to discuss the proposed soccer stadium at 157th Street on River Avenue. The meeting followed a 
session with Borough President Diaz on December 30 which briefed community stakeholders on 
the project. Reports about a last-minute, back-room deal between the city’s outgoing 
administration and the soccer stadium partners were publicly circulating. In this atmosphere, the 
community stakeholders unanimously endorsed the call for a Town Hall Meeting to present the 
incoming adinistration the community’s reactions to the proposed stadium. 

 Outreach for the Town Hall included invitations extended to: The Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce, The Bronx Museum of the Arts, Bronx Health Reach, Bronx Council on 
Environmental Quality, BronxTalk, Highbridge Life Center, The High School of Law, 
Government and Justice, Hostos Community College, The 161st Street Merchants Association, 
Concourse Village Tenants Association, South Bronx United, Bronx Colts Youth Foundation, 
Positive Work Force, LatinoSports, Hope of Israel, MidBronx Desperadoes, local Head Start 
centers, Community Board 4, Bronxworks, SCAN New York, Community Voices Heard, the 
residents of 756, 800, 888, 950, and 1020 Grand Concourse. and The New York Yankees. 

Process 

 The Town Hall began promptly at 7:30 PM with a standing room only crowd of nearly 
400 participants. 

Dennis Terry, Chair of the BID welcomed everyone and turned the session over to Dr. 
Cary Goodman, the BID’s executive director. Dr. Goodman acknowledged the presence of 
Bronx Councilmembers, Maria del Carmen Arroyo and Vanessa Gibson along with 
representatives from Congressman Serrano, Comptroller Stringer and Speaker Mark-Viverito. 

After a brief music and dance presentation, Dr. Goodman explained the ground rules for 
the session: 1. no vote on any resolutions  2. t000wo minute time limits for each speaker 3. 
speakers must confine their remarks to their reasons forsupporting or opposing a new soccer 
stadium. 



Soccer Surveys were distributed to participants and there followed a fifteen minute period 
for completing them. Informal discussions among small groups of seniors, youth and adults from 
a wide range of occupations, backgrounds and ethnicities complemented the survey process. 

Speakers  

The first speaker was Brian Smith, Sr. VP of Corporate and Community Relations for the 
New York Yankees. He indicated that the Yankees were happy to participate in a meeting where 
they could listen to the thoughts and opinions of the community. He indicated that the New York 
City Football Club was in the process of developing a presentation on the proposed stadium. He 
extended an invitation to the Town Hall participants to attend a forum to review the proposal 
upon its completion. 

Fifty-eight speakers followed Mr. Smith to the microphone to express their feelings about 
the soccer project. 

Speaker themes: 

• criticism of the project by Cong. Serrano who promised to oppose the stadium if 
any public funds were used to build it. 

• appreciation of the Yankees as a community partner which provides free tickets, 
free equipment, clinics and financial contributions to several local schools and 
nonprofit organizations. 

• criticism of the lack of local and minority workers in the building of the new 
Yankee Stadium 

• appreciation of the jobs which would be created by the building and operation of a 
new soccer stadium. 

• concerns about the health impact of more construction and more traffic in 
‘Asthma Valley’. The neighborhood has the highest asthma rate in the state. 

• appreciation of the revitalization of a dead space on River Avenue which could 
extend the business cycle and improve profits along the corridor. 

• concerns about using taxpayer funds from the poorest neighborhood in the nation 
for the benefit of NYC Football Club and the Yankees, co-owners of the New 
York City franchise from Major League Soccer. 

• anticipation of soccer-related opportunities for local teams including game tickets, 
clinics, equipment and the prospect of holding championship matches in the 
stadium. 

• concerns about unfulfilled promises of jobs and economic development connected 
to the last three mega-projects in the district including the new Stadium, the 
Gateway Mall and The Bronx Hall of Justice. 



• acknowledgement of soccer as the most popular international sport and the good 
fit a stadium would make for the diverse and immigrant neighborhoods of The 
Bronx. 

• concerns about increased noise pollution, public drunkenness, traffic bottlenecks, 
and street closings which prevent residents from accessing and leaving from their 
homes.   

• acknowledgement of an improved image of the district stemming from a new 
stadium and sport. 

• criticism of the economic disparity between the team’s owners and the 
neighborhood. 

• suggestion that the community partner with NYCFC and receive a percentage of 
the profits from the sale of tickets, concessions, naming rights, broadcast fees, 
licensingand sponsorships. 

Surveys 

 One hundred and sixty-eight (168) surveys were filled out and collected at the Town Hall 
Meeting. The highlights below are suggestive of the opinions expressed by those who attended 
the meeting and do not represent a scientific examination of the stadium issue by the district. 
However, they do indicate certain tendencies reflected by neighbors and community partners 
alike. The highlights include: 

• Three out of four participants believe that the stadium, ”is a good idea for River 
Avenue.” (Question #4 in the survey) 

• Only one out of five participants would change their opinion about the stadium 
whether or not, “public money was spent to build the stadium.” (Question #6) 

• One out of three respondents would change their opinion of the stadium, if the 
stadium, “had a dome for year-round use.” (Question #7) 

• If the stadium were not built, 37% of the respondents favored using the site for 
affordable housing; 25 % favored recreation space (fitness center or park); 19% 
favored a school on the garage site; 8% wanted shopping; 8% favored a hotel; and 
2% favored the construction of an office building (Question #10). 

• suggestion that any PILOTS (payment in lieu of taxes) be used for community 
development –sanitation, parks, roadways, in the stadia district (Question #8) 

• suggestion to name any stadium in honor of Nelson Mandela, who spoke at 
Yankee Stadium and hosted Africa’s first World Cup (Question # 8) 

 



Conclusions 

 The Town Hall Meeting affirmed the importance of robust community participation in 
planning the future of the district. The meeting dispelled the myth of community apathy. 

The Town Hall Meeting became a blank slate upon which everyone could post their 
thoughts and feelings about the soccer stadium. 

 The Town Hall Meeting was an example of “participatory development” akin to the 
“participatory budgeting” of the City Council. Speaker after speaker and scores of surveys 
reflected support for inclusion in the development process, “from the beginning.” 

 The Town Hall Meeting provided an opportunity for previously isolated organizations to 
work together on this billion dollar issue. 

 The Town Hall Meeting insured that elected officials and the stadium partners would 
have an opportunity to hear the community’s ideas and opinions. 

 The Town Hall Meeting alerted a large number of media outlets to the community’s 
interest in the issue. Press coverage was extensive and included: BronxNet, DNA Info, NBC, 
LatinoSports, The New York Post, The Bronx Times, News 12 and WINS. 

 The Town Hall Meeting set the stage for subsequent sessions with The Mayor’s Office, 
Economic Development Corporation, the Speaker, the Borough President, Major League Soccer, 
the district’s Congressman and the NYC Football Club -Yankee partners. 

 

  


